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^DEDICATION  SERMON. 


II  Chron.  7.  10th. 

u  And  on  the  three  and  twentieth  day  of  the  seventh 
months  he  sent  the  people  away  into  their  tents ,  glad 
. and  merry  in  hearty  for  the  goodness  that  the  Lord 
had  shewed  unto  Davids  and  to  Solomon ,  and  to 
Israel  h  is  people .” 

The  practice  of  dedicating,  by  public  religious 
solemnities,  houses  of  worship  to  the  service  of  God, 
is  undoubtedly  drawn  from  the  memorable  example 
set  us  by  Solomon  and  the  people  of  Israel,  in  dedicat¬ 
ing  the  temple.  The  temple  was  built  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  God,  and  from  a  principle  of  piety  ;  at  a  time 
of  extraordinary  prosperity,  and  in  the  midst  of  signal 
tokens  of  divine  favor.  As  a  public  offering  to  God, 
it  was  accepted  and  chosen  by  him,  for  the  place  of 
his  special  residence,  where  he  would  manifest  hia 
glory,  record  his  name,  meet  his  people,  and  dispense 
to  them  the  blessings  of  his  covenant.  For  “  when 
Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  praying,  the  fire  came 
down  from  heaven,  and  consumed  the  burnt  offering, 
and  the  sacrifices,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the 
house.  And  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  by 
night,  and  said  unto  him,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  and 
have  chosen  this  place  to  myself  for  an  house  of  sacri¬ 
fice.  Now  mine  eyes  shall  be  open,  and  mine  ears 
attent  unto  the  prayer  that  is  made  in  this  place.  For 
now  have  I  chosen  and  sanctified  this  house,  that  my 
name  may  be  there  forever,  and  mine  eyes  and  my 
heart  shall  be  there  perpetually.”  Our  text  expresses 
the  pious  joy  that  was  spread  among  the  people,  on  this 
auspicious  occasion,  and  in  view  of  these  testimonials 
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of  divine  faithfulness  and  favor.  A  similar  joy  was 
spread  among  the  restored  people  of  Israel  at  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  second  temple,  after  the  return  from  the 
captivity.  Ezra  6.  at  the  16th.  “  And  the  children  of 
Israel,  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  the  rest  of  the 
children  of  the  captivity  kept  the  dedication  of  this 
house  of  God  ‘with  joy.”  The  Church,  under  the 
Christian  dispensation,  has  not  a  local  establishment,. 
The  hour  has  come,  in  which  the  worship  of  God  has 
no  special  relation,  either  to  the  mountain  in  Samaria, 
or  to  Jerusalem,  to  the  temple,  or  to  the  altar.  But 
where  two  or  three  are  met  together  in  his  name,  there 
he  is  in  the  midst  of  them. 

The  numerous  edifices  which  have  been  erected  by 
Christians  to  accommodate  them  in  the  public  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  worship  of  God,  are  to  them,  what  the 
temple  was  to  the  ancient  saints  in  Israel.  We  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  but  their  erection  and  separation  to 
the  service  of  God,  are  as  acceptable  to  him,  as  were 
the  building  and  dedicating  of  the  temple.  The  use 
to  which  they  are  put  is  as  important,  and  the  blessings 
dispensed  in  them  are  as  rich  and  abundant.  The 
proposition  then  which  the  words  offer  to  our  consider¬ 
ation  is  this. 

The  dedication  of  a  house  of  worship  to  the  name 
and  service  of  God  is  an  occasion  of  great  joy. 

We  will  consider  this  proposition  under  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars. 

I.  Let  us  enquire,  wJiat  is  implied  in  dedicating  a 
house  of  worship  to  the  name  and  service  of  God. 

II.  Why  such  a  dedication  is  an  occasion  of  great 
joy.  A  short  improvement,  suggested  by  the  subject, 
and  required  by  present  circumstances,  will  be  sub¬ 
joined. 

It  may  seem  no  compliment  to  the  understandings 
of  my  auditory,  since  some  of  them  have  appointed, 
and  all  of  them  are  assembled  to  celebrate,  the  solem¬ 
nities  of  this  dedication,  to  propose  the  enquhy,  what 
is  implied  in  dedicating  a  house  of  worship  to  the 
name  and  service  of  God.  But  if  I  am  to  suppose  this 
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has  been  apprehended  correctly  by  every  person  pre¬ 
sent,  it  may  have  an  important  use  for  me  to  stir  up 
your  minds  by  way  of  remembrance. 

The  dedication  of  a  house  of  worship  is  not  a  mere 
conformity  to  customary  usage.  It  is  not  a  mere  fes¬ 
tivity,  in  which  we  are  to  regale  ourselves  with  a 
mirthful,  and  luxurious  indulgence.  It  is  not  design¬ 
ed  as  a  compliment  to  enterprize,  or  public  spirit ;  to 
the  liberality  which  brings  together  the  materials  ;  and 
defrays  the  expense  of  the  building;  to  the  ingenuity 
which  projects  the  plan,  or  the  labor  which  executes  it. 
It  is  not  an  occasion  for  paying  even  deserved  respect 
to  common  exertion.  It  is  a  strictly  religious  exer¬ 
cise,  as  properly  such,  as  an  attendance  upon  either  of 
the  ordinances  of  Christianity,  or  any  part  of  worship  ; 
and  implies, 

I.  That  God,  the  Jehovah  of  Israel  is  in  view  ;  and 
that  his  glory  is  ultimately  regarded.  The  house  ded¬ 
icated  is  confessedly  a  house  of  God,  the  true  God, 
the  creator,  benefactor,  Lord  and  judge  of  the  uni¬ 
verse,  whose  being  all  nature  attests,  and  whose  per¬ 
fections  are  distinctly  delineated  in  the  holy  scriptures. 
The  house  is  not  reared  to  the  honor  of  any  false  dei¬ 
ty,  either  conceived  in  the  Imagination  or  made  with 
hands.  It  is  not  set  apart  to  a  political  use  ;  nor,  like 
the  Babylon  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  is  it  an  offering  to 
human  pride.  The  first  act  of  the  mind  which  re¬ 
solved  to  build,  the  laying  of  the  first  stone  for  a  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  building,  and  the  last]  stroke  of  the  ham¬ 
mer  or  brush,  which  declared  it  finished,  are  alike  to 
be  understood  as  having  respect  to  God,  and  the  glory 
of  his  name.  The  solemnity  which  devotes  it,  when 
finished,  must  be  understood  to  have  the  same  respect 
to  him.  It  is  in  sight  of  his  worthiness,  as  the  high 
and  mighty  potentate  of  the  world,  the  king  of  kings, 
and  the  Lord  of  Lords  ;  it  is  from  supreme  attach¬ 
ment  to  him  in  his  true  character  ;  it  is  from  a  desire 
that  he  may  receive  the  worship  that  is  his  due,  and 
that  his  name  may  be  had  in  everlasting  honor,  that  the 
dedicators  assemble  and  offer  the  house  to  him.  Thus 
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Solomon  said,  at  the  dedication  of  the  temple,  “  But 
I  have  built  an  house  of  habitation  for  thee.  I  am  risen 
up  in  the  room  of  David  my  Father,  and  am  set  on  the 
throne  of  Israel,  as  the  Lord  promised,  and  have  built 
the  house  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  ” 

2.  In  dedicating  a  house  of  worship  to  the  name 
and  service  of  God,  is  implied,  as  an  exciting  spring  of 
the  solemn  transaction,  gratitude  to  him  for  his  cove¬ 
nant  faithfulness  and  mercy.  The  whole  service  of 
the  dedication  of  the  temple  was  grateful.  The  sacri¬ 
fices  which  were  offered,  the  hymns  which  were  sung, 
and  the  public  prayer  which  was  addressed  to  God, 
were  all  expressive  of  gratitude.  The  merriment  and 
the  joy,  which  were  spread  among  the  assembled  peo¬ 
ple,  were  not  carnal,  but  founded  in  pious  thanksgiving. 
The  temple  itself  was  a  thank  offering.  The  dedica¬ 
tion  of  it  was  a  covenant  transaction,  which,  with  grate¬ 
ful  praise,  honored  the  covenant  faithfulness  of  God. 
Thus  said  Solomon  in  his  prayer,  “  O  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  there  is  no  God  like  thee  in  heaven,  nor  in  the 
earth,  which  keepest  covenant  and  she  west  mercy  unto 
thy  servants  that  walk  before  thee  with  all  their  hearts- 
Thou,  which  hast  kept  with  thy  servant  David,  my 
Father,  that  which  thou  hast  promised  him,  and  spak- 
est  with  thy  mouth,  and  hast  fulfilled  with  thine  hand, 
as  it  is  this  day.”  And  thus  the  dedication,  not  only 
of  the  temple,  but  of  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,'  when  it 
Was  repaired,  after  the  return  from  the  captivity,'  was 
performed  in  the  spirit,  and  with  great  manifestations 
of  gratitude,  Neh.  12.  27 — 43.  “  And  at  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  they  sought  the  Levites 
out  of  all  their  places,  to  bring  them  to  Jerusalem,  to 
keep  the  dedication  with  gladness,  both  with  thanks - 
givings,  and  with  singing,  with  cymbals,  psalteries  and 
harps.  Then  I  brought  up  the  princes  of  Judah  upon 
the  wall,  and  appointed  two  great  companies  of  them 
that  gave  thanks ,  whereof  one  went  upon  the  right 
hand,  upon  the  wall,  towards  the  dung  gate.  And  the 
other  company  of  them  that  gave  thanks ,  went  over 
against  them.  So  stood  the  two  companies  of  them 
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that  gave  thanks  in  the  house  of  God,  and  I  and  the 
half  of  the  rulers  with  me.  Also  that  day  they  offered 
great  sacrifices  ;  and  rejoiced,  so  that  the  joy  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  was  heard  afar  off.”  The  dedication  of  every 
house  of  worship  is  in  like  manner,  a  grateful  exercise, 
and  supposes,  in  the  dedicators,  gratitude  to  God  for 
his  covenant  mercy  and  faithfulness. 

3.  The  dedication  of  a  house  of  worship  to  the  name 
and  service  of  God,  implies  in  its  nature,  a  setting  of 
that  house  apart,  in  a  sense  which  cannot  apply  to  edi¬ 
fices  of  any  other  description,  as  a  special  residence  of 
God,  as  his  property,  to  be  used  solely  for  his  worship, 
so  that  it  will  be  sacrilege  to  use  it  at  any  time  after¬ 
wards  for  merely  secular  or  mercenary  purposes.  Our 
God  is  not  indeed,  like  the  miserable  Gods  of  the 
heathen  world,  a  local  or  tutelary  deity.  He  is  not 
limited  to  place.  The  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  con¬ 
tain  him.  No  part  of  nature  can  be  wrested  out  of  his 
hands  and  become  to  him  lost  property,  or  be  restored 
to  him  again  as  an  acquisition.  “  The  earth  is  the 
Lord’s,  and  the  fulness  thereof.”  But,  in  accommoda¬ 
tion  to  the  contracted  views  and  imperfect  state  of  his 
creatures  on  this  his  footstool,  he  is  pleased  to  exhibit 
himself, as  specially  present  when  they  assemble  to  seek 
him,  and  as  having  a  particular  right  in  what  they*  re¬ 
ligiously  devote  to  him.  Thus  he  had  a  tabernacle  in 
the  wilderness,  and  held  intercourse  with  his  people, 
from  over  the  mercy  seat,  and  betw  een  the  cherubim. 
Afterwards  the  temple  was  his  dwelling.  This  sacred 
edifice,  when  it  was  dedicated  to  him,  he  filled,  as  its 
proper  owner  and  inhabitant,  with  his  glory.  To  con¬ 
vert  it  afterwards  to  mere  secular  and  mercenary  uses 
was  to  commit  sacrilege.  It  was  to  undo  the  act  of 
dedication,  to  dissolve  the  contract,  violently  to  turn 
out  the  proper  possessor,  and  to  change  it  into  stolen 
property.  Hence,  when  the  great  and  glorious  Saviour, 
who  was  properly  the  Lord  of  the  temple,  entered  it,  in 
the  days  of  his  flesh,  and  found  it  occupied  by  mercena¬ 
ry  traffickers,  he  drove  them  out  of  it,  with  the  reproof, 
“  It  is  written,  my  house  shall  be  called  a  house  of 
prayer  :  but  ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves.” 
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If  you  devote  your  child  to  God  in  baptism ,  it  becomes 
his,  in  a  sense  which  does  not  apply  to  children  not  thus 
devoted.  As  a  subject  of  dedication  it  is  holy.  “  Else 
were  your  children  unclean,  but  now  are  they  holy.”* 
To  lead  this  child  abroad  afterwards  into  the  haunts  of 
impiety  and  [vice,  by  instruction,  or  example,  or  even 
permission,  is  to  take  back  again  perfidiously  your  bap¬ 
tismal  offering.  If  you  dedicate  your  property  to  God, 
you  inscribe  upon  all  the  parts  of  it,  even  upon  the 
bells  of  the  horses,  “  holiness  to  the  Lord.”  To  con¬ 
vert  it  afterwads  to  sinful  uses  is  to  transgress  with  un¬ 
common  guilt.  It  is  to  add  robbery  to  disobedience. 
The  dedication  of  a  house  of  worship  to  God  puts  it  in¬ 
to  his  hands,  makes  it  by  covenant  his,  and  warrants 
him  to  occupy  it  as  his  sequestered  dwelling.  It 
therefore  precludes  the  right  of  subjecting  it,  at  any 
subsequent  period,  to  mere  secular  or  mercenary  pur- 
poses.f 

4.  The  dedication  of  a  house  of  worship  to  the  name 
and  service  of  God,  implies  a  willingness  and  desire, 
on  the  part  of  the  dedicators,  that  the  name  of  God 
should  be  fully  and  unreservedly  proclaimed  in  it.” 
“  The  voice  of  the  Lord  maketh  the  hinds  to  calve, 
and  discovereth  the  forests  ;  and  in  his  temple  doth  ev¬ 
ery  one  speak  of  his  glory.”  After  the  temple  was  pub¬ 
licly  dedicated,  it  was  filled,  by  God  himself,  with  his 
glory.  In  his  temple  he  declared  that  his  name  should 
be  recorded.  And  the  devout  Psalmist  says,  “  One 
thing  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after, 
that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days 
of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord ,  and  to  en¬ 
quire  in  his  temple.”  Every  part  of  the  service  of  the 

*  I.  Cor.  7.  14th. 

+  It  may  be  worth  while  to  consider,  whether  the  common  practice  of 
holding  1  own  meetings,  in  which  business  merely  secular  is  done,  in 
houses  of  worship,  be  not  a  wicked  violation  of  the  contract  made  when 
such  houses  were  dedicated.  The  political  intrigue,  and  cabal,  the 
party  animosity  and  the  impure  language  which  are  often  observed  and 
heard  in  those  meetings,  but  illy  agree  with  the  solemn  transaction  with 
which  the  houses  were  consecrated.  And  it  is  to  be  questioned,  wheth¬ 
er  the  exhibition  of  plays,  powerfully  calculated  to  excite  mirth  and 
wantonness,  in  houses  of  worship,  beany  more  congenial  to  such  a  trans^ 
action. 
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temple,  the  sacrifices  that  were  performed,  the  prayers 
that  were  offered,  the  psalms  that  were  sung,  the  read¬ 
ing  of  the  law  and  the  prophets,  which  was  a  part  of  its 
instituted  worship,  the  expositions  that  were  given,  and 
the  exhortations  and  blessings  that  were  pronounced* 
were  all  declarative  of  the  name  of  God.  How  absurd 
would  it  have  been  to  erect  this  house  to  the  honor  of 
Jehovah,  and  to  dedicate  it,  by  a  great  solemnity,  to  his 
service,  and  then  to  suppress,  and  there  to  suppress, 
where  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  was  to  be  seen,  and  en¬ 
quiry  was  to  be  made,  the  manifestation  of  his  name  ! 
“  The  name  of  God  is  a  strong  tower t  into  which  the 
righteous  run  and  are  safe.”  It  is  the  foundation  of 
their  security,  and  the  spring  of  their  joy.  It  compre¬ 
hends  those  views  of  his  manner  of  being,  as  a  triune 
God,  of  his  character  and  attributes,  of  his  purposes 
and  feelings,  of  his  providential  agency  and  govern¬ 
ment,  which  are  given  in  the  scriptures.  To  put  to 
silence  the  voice  of  your  public  instructor,  respecting 
these  things  ;  to  require  a  relaxed  sort  of  preaching 
which  will  amount  to  a  denial  of  God’s  name,  after 
having  consecrated  a  house  of  worship  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  knowledge  and  glory  of  it,  would  be  a 
gross  and  an  inexcusable  self  contradiction.  I  will  ob¬ 
serve  one  more  , 

5.  That  the  dedication  of  a  house  of  worship  to  the 
name  and  service  of  God  implies  a  resolution  on  the 
part  of  the  dedicators,  that  they  will  do  what  in  them 
lies  to  maintain  constantly  his  worship  in  all  the  parts 
of  it  in  that  house,  that  they  will  themselves  attend,  and 
cause  all  who  are  subject  to  their  authority  to  attend 
upon  that  worship,  that  they  will  bow  their  ear  to  in¬ 
struction,  and  perform  their  worship  in  spirit  and  in 
truth.  The  temple  was  erected,  not  as  a  mere  gratifi¬ 
cation  to  public  taste,  or  to  complete  the  decorations 
of  a  city.  It  was  dedicated,  not  to  stand  an  empty  and 
unused  monument  of  ostentation ;  but  as  a  place  of 
public  resort,  of  intercourse  with  a  present  deity,  of 
prayer  and  praise,  ot  fihternal  communion,  and  con¬ 
centrated  joy.  There  all  Israel  were  to  assemble,  to 
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keep  their  solemn  feasts  and  to  renew  their  vows. 
There  the  incense  of  their  collected  offerings  was  to 
ascend,  and  there  they  were  to  find  the  joy  of  the  Lord 
to  be  their  strength.  Thither  were  the  tribes  of  the 
Lord  to  go  up,  the  tribes  of  the  Lord,  unto  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  Israel,  to  give  thanks  unto  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  There  were  they  to-  receive  the  blessing, 
even  life  forevermore.  There  were  they  to  present 
their  little  ones,  as  subjects  of  public  prayer  and  in¬ 
struction,  that  their  children,  rising  up  after  them, 
might  set  their  hope  in  God,  and  not  forget  the  works 
of  God,  but  keep  his  commandments.  When  they  ded¬ 
icated  the  temple,  by  public  solemnities,  they  practi¬ 
cally  engaged  that  they  would  use  it  reverently  for  the 
purposes  lor  which  it  was  built.  They  engaged  that 
they  would  there  enquire,  and  there  worship  the  Lord  in 
the  beauty  of  holiness.  Then  they  voluntarily  taxed 
themselves  with  all  the  expence  which  should  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  maintain  the  service  of  God,  in  all  the  parts 
of  it ;  and  then  they  pledged  themselves  to  one  another, 
that  they  would  unite  their  influence  to  give  an  expres¬ 
sive  solemnity  to  this  service.  Houses  of  Christian  wor¬ 
ship,  erected  for  the  same  purposes,  are  to  be  put  to  a 
similar  use.  When  they  are  dedicated,  there  is  an  im¬ 
plied  resolution  among  all  the  dedicators  that  they  will 
do  what  in  them  lies  to  maintain  there  the  worship  of 
God  in  the  majesty  and  purity  of  it ;  that  they  will  there 
present  their  persons  and  their  offerings ;  that  they  wnll 
there  mingle  in  holy  communion,  and  there  sanctify  the 
solemn  assembly. 

Having  pointed  out  the  most  material  things  that  are 
implied  in  dedicating  a  house  of  worship  to  the  name 
and  service  of  God,  1  proceed  to  shewn 

II.  Why  such  a  dedication  is  an  occasion  of  great 
joy.  The  time  w  ill  not  permit  me  to  survey  the  whole 
ground  of  joy.  I  can  only  suggest  to  you  some  of  the 
most  obvious  and  urgent  reasons  for  it. 

I.  The  proper  dedication  of  a  house  of  w  orship  to  the 
name  and  service  of  God  is  an  occasion  of  great  joy,  as 
it  is  a  decisive  proof  that  true  piety  is  not  yet  lost,  and 
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never  will  be  lost  from  this  sinful  world.  Human  nature 
is  in  a  state  of  total  moral  ruin.  Mankind  are  apostates 
from  trod,  and  enemies  to  him  in  their  minds.  Such 
is  the  obstacle  that  the  strong  and  inveterate  aver¬ 
sions  of  their  hearts  create  to  the  progress  of  Christian¬ 
ity,  so  fixedly  do  they  reject  all  its  claims,  that  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  religion  in  the  world  seems  often  an  impossi¬ 
ble  thing.  In  every  age  ignorance  and  prejudice,  power 
and  ifclt,  the  pride  of  false  philosophy  and  the  insolence 
of  vulgar  ridicule,  error  in  doctrine  and  superstition  in 
practice,  have  coalesced  with  the  common  depravity  of 
nature,  and  not  only  resisted  the  spread  of  true  piety, 
btit  labored  to  drive  it  entirely  from  the  world.  Our 
own  Country,  distinguished  above  all  others  as  Christ¬ 
ian,  sought  out  and  subdued  under  the  hand  of  culti¬ 
vation  as  an  assylum  for  oppressed  piety,  is  overrun 
with  infidel  books,  and  sectarian  disorders.  False  re¬ 
ligion  unites  with  atheistic  opinion  and  a  mistaken  poli¬ 
cy  to  smother  in  its  cradle  the  child  of  heaven.  But 
piety,  pure  and  holy,  still  lives.  It  flourishes  like  the 
palmtree,  with  increased  vigor,  under  the  weight  which 
oppresses  it.  It  lives,  because  it  is  the  product  of 
grace,  and  is  the  care  of  heaven.  Its  existence  car¬ 
ries  in  it  proof  of  its  immortality.  It  furnishes  strohg 
confirmation  of  the  truth  of  scripture,  and  warrants  us 
to  rely  upon  the  certain  fulfilment  of  its  promises.  As 
sure  as  It  lives  it  will  live  with  greater  and  greater  vig¬ 
or,  and  extend  farther  and  farther,  till  it  banish  unbe¬ 
lief,  and  crime,  and  misery  from  the  earth  ;  and  holiness 
shall  become  the  stability  of  all  people  and  of  all  times. 
Piety  is  the  image  of  the  moral  glory  of  the  Creator, 
and  the  great  and  infallible  healer  of  human  woes.  It 
is  the  spring  of  all  virtuous  action,  and  the  cement  of 
all  affectionate  hearts.  A  religious  dedication  of  a 
house  of  worship  to  God  is  evidence  of  existing  piety, 
of  the  past  and  present  triumphs  of  grace  in  the  souls 
of  men,  therefore  an  occasion  of  great  joy. 

2.  The  occasion  is  greatly  joyful  as  it  suggests  to  the 
mind  the  pleasing  idea,  and  furnishes  strong  proof  of  the 
perfect  goodness  of  God.  If  piety  itself  is  lovely,  how 
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immense  is  the  loveliness  of  God,  whose  goodness  is 
unlimited,  and  without  any  opposite  mixture  !  Prove 
to  me  that  God  is  good,  absolutely  and  perfectly,  and 
I  rely  that  the  government  of  the  world  is  well  admin¬ 
istered,  that  the  end  of  this  government  is  the  best 
possible,  and  that  the  means  are  wisely  chosen,  and  in¬ 
fallibly  connected  with  the  end.  Partial  evil,  however 
extended  or  however  long  continued,  is,  to  my  views, 
converted  at  once  into  a  mean  of  the  greatest  good. 
This  reflection  comforts  me  more  than  all  worldly  en¬ 
joyments.  I  now  wipe  my  eyes,  dismiss  my  sorrows, 
and  unite  my  song  with  that  of  the  Church  militant  and 
triumphant,  exultingly  singing  “  Alleluia,  for  the 
Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth.”  What  a  ravishing 
sight  had  the  holy  prophet,  when  God  caused  all  his 
goodness  to  psss  before  him  !  What  gladness  sat  upon 
the  countenance  of  the  beloved  disciple,  when  he  wrote 
down  u  God  is  love !”  The  dedication  of  a  house  of 
worship  to  the  name  and  service  of  God,  forcibly  pre¬ 
sents  the  idea,  and  is  endearingly  illustrative,  of  his  per¬ 
fect  goodness.  Is  he  not  shewing  here,  his  covenant 
faithfulness  to  his  people,  his  attention  to  their  neces¬ 
sities,  the  bounty  with  which  he  provides  for  those 
necessities,  his  condescension  to  their  low  estate,  and 
his  readiness  to  meet  their  first  desires  and  to  hear  their 
earliest  prayers  ?  Is  it  not  his  goodness  which  begets 
the  pious  design  of  building  a  house  to  him,  and  which 
nerves  with  strength  the  arm  which  executes  it  ?  Full 
of  this  impression,  and  reasonably  full  were  the  people 
of  Israel  on  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  temple. 
For  they  were  glad  and  merry  in  heart  for  the  goodness 
that  the  Lord  had  shewed  unto  David)  and  to  Solomon , 
and  to  Israel  his  people, 

3,  The  dedication  of  a  house  of  worship  to  the  name 
and  service  of  God  is  an  occasion  of  great  joy,  as  the 
house  is  a  sign  of  his  gracious  presence  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  for  whose  use  it  is  built,  and  by  whom  it  is  dedica¬ 
ted.  The  exercise,  as  has  been  shewn,  is  properly  re¬ 
ligious.  As  certainly  as  w^e  seek  the  Lord,  with  sin¬ 
cerity,  we  shall  find  him.  In  every  religious  exercise 
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we  meet  him  before  the  mercy  seat.  As  soon  as  we 
begin  to  call,  his  answer  is  “  Behold,  here  I  am.”  Yea* 
while  we  are  yet  a  great  way  off,  he  comes  out  and 
meets  us,  and  embraces  us  and  welcomes  us  to  his 
banqueting  house,  and  assures  us  that  his  banner  over 
us  shall  be  love.  “  As  God  hath  said,  I  will  dwell  in 
them,  and  walk  in  them,  and  I  will  be  their  God,  and 
they  shall  be  my  people.”  The  house  dedicated  be¬ 
comes,  by  the  act  of  dedication,  a  house  of  God, 
where  he  condescends  to  dwell.  “  Now  mine  eyes 
shall  be  open,  and  mine  ears  shall  be  attent  unto  the  pray¬ 
er  that  is  made  in  this  place.  For  now  have  I  chosen 
and  sanctified  this  house,  that  my  name  may  be  here 
forever.”  The  house  is  a  standing  symbol  of  God’s 
presence.  It  tells  the  wayfaring  man  that  the  people 
are  worshippers  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  that  he  is 
among  them  !  But  what  a  glory  to  a  people  to  have 
the  God  of  heaven  graciously  among  them  !  What 
a  source  of  joy  every  token  of  his  presence  !  What 
an  occasion  of  joy  is  that  which  expresses  it  and 
is  a  pledge  of  it  !  “If  thy  presence  go  not  up 
with  us”  said  Moses,  “  carry  us  not  up  hence.” 
When  the  ark  of  God  was  taken,  the  glory  departed 
from  Israel.  When  it  was  returned  again,  with  what 
congratulations  and  rejoicings  was  it  received  !  Why  ? 
It  was  a  symbol  of  God’s  presence.  “  Now,  therefore,” 
says  Solomon  in  the  close  of  his  prayer,”  arise,  O  Lord 
God  into  thy  resting  place,  thou  and  the  ark  of  thy 
strength  ;  let  thy  priests,  O  Lord,  be  clothed  with  sal¬ 
vation,  and  let  thy  saints  rejoice  in  goodness.”  Says 
the  devout  Psalmist,  “  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates, 
and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors,  and  the  king  of 
glory  shall  come  in.  Who  is  this  king  of  glory  ?  The 
Lord,  strong  and  mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle. 
Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  even  lift  them  up  ye 
everlasting  doors,  and  the  king  of  glory  shall  come  in. 
Who  is  this  king  of  glory  ?  The  Lord  of  hosts,  he  is 
the  king  of  glory.” 

4.  A  ded  eating  occasion  is  an  occasion  of  great  joy, 
as  it  warrants  an  expectation  of  future  blessings  to  de- 
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scend,  in  a  perpetual  series,  not  only  on  the  present 
generation,  but  upon  generations  to  come.  “  Mine 
eyes  and  my  heart  shall  be  there  perpetually.  A  seed 
shall  serve  him,  it  shall  be  counted  to  the  Lord  for  a 
generation.  Blessed  are  they  who  dwell  in  thy  house. 
They  will  be  still  praising  thee.  Blessed  is  the  man 
whose  strength  is  in  thee  ;  in  whose  heart  are  the  ways 
of  them  ;  who,  passing  through  the  valley  of  Baca, 
make  it  a  well  ;  the  rain  also  filling  the  pools.  They 
go  from  strength  to  strength,  every  one  of  them  in 
Zion  appeareth  before  God,  And  of  Zion  it  shall  be 
said,  This  and  that  man  was  born  in  her,  and  the  high¬ 
est  himself  shall  establish  her.  I  will  abundantly  bless 
her  provision,  I  will  satisfy  her  poor  with  bread. ”  Are 
not  all  the  promises  of  the  covenant,  yea  and  amen  in 
Christ  ?  Do  not  these  promises  then  warrant  an  ex¬ 
pectation  of  the  blessing  ?  May  not  the  saints  of  God 
anticipate  refreshings  from  his  presence,  and  edifica¬ 
tion  in  holiness  ?  May  they  not  rely,  with  a  good  de¬ 
gree  of  confidence,  that  prayers  offered  will  be  heard, 
that  the  Gospel  faithfully  preached  will  be  mighty 
through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong  holds,  cast¬ 
ing  down  imaginations,  and  every  high  thing  that  ex- 
-  alteth  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bring¬ 
ing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of 
Christ ;  and  that,  instead  of  the  Fathers,  there  shall  rise 
up  the  children  who  shall  call  him  blessed  ?  These  an¬ 
ticipations  are  certainly  warranted  by  the  solemnity  of 
a  sincere  and  truly  religious  dedication.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  an  occasion  of  great  joy. 

There  is  one  thought  more,  which,  though  I  am  in 
danger  of  making  too  great  demands  upon  your  pa¬ 
tience,  I  know  not  how  to  suppress,  and  that  is, 

5.  That  a  dedicating  solemnity  is  an  expressive  em¬ 
blem  of  the  triumphant  entrance  of  the  ransomed  of  the 
Lord,  into  the  glorious  temple  of  heaven.  A  dedica¬ 
tion  is  a  solemnity  in  which  those  who  worship  God  in 
spirit  and  in  truth,  for  the  first  time,  assemble  togeth¬ 
er  in  their  house  of  prayer,  to  celebrate  the  praises' of 
him,  who  hath  called  them  out  of  darkness  into  his 
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marvellous  light.  And  there  will  be  a  first  time,  and 
to  raise  the  glory  of  it,  it  will  be  also  the  last,  when  th& 
whole  assembled  Church,  arrayed  in  that  heavenly 
beauty  which  her  Redeemer  shall  have  put  upon  her7 
and  lifted  up  by  his  omnipotent  arm,  shall  enter  that 
temple,  which  was  presented  in  vision  to  the  eye  of  St, 
John,  where  “  they  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any 
more,  neither  doth  the  sun  light  on  them, nor  any  heat. 
The  ransomed  of  the  Lord  shall  return  and  come  to 
Zion  with  singing,  and  everlasting  joy  shall  be  upon 
their  head  :  they  shall  obtain  gladness  and  joy,  and  sor¬ 
row  and  mourning  shall  flee  away.”  This  will  be  a 
glorious  meeting  indeed.  What  an  occasion  of  joy 
then  that  exercise,  which,  more  than  any  other  in  this 
imperfect  state,  is  an  expressive  emblem  of  it ! 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  One  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  premises 
which  have  been  laid  before  you  is,  that  this  day  should 
be  sacred  to  pious  joy.  The  day,  the  house,  every 
heart  should  be  filled  with  such  joy.  Joy  is  a  duty  as 
well  as  a  privilege.  It  is  as  incumbent  as  it  is  war¬ 
ranted.  “  Let  Israel  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him, 
let  the  children  of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  king.  It  be¬ 
hoves  that  such  joy  mingle  itself  in  all  these  public  ex¬ 
ercises,  in  our  more  retired  intercourse,  and  in  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  closet.  This  town  should  be  full  of  such 
joy.  It  ought  not  to  be  interrupted  by  one  unhallowed 
feeling,  or  action.  We  are  assembled  to  day  to  con¬ 
secrate  this  house  to  God,  that  it  may  stand  to  the  hon¬ 
or  of  his  name,  and  be  his  dwelling  place  in  the  midst 
of  this  people.  This  house,  which  has  been  reared  and 
finished  under  his  blessing,  we  are  now  setting  apart  to 
his  service,  to  be  a  monument  of  his  praise.  It  is  a 
covenant  transaction,  significant  and  solemn  as  any  we 
can  perform.  It  is  an  occasion  of joy,  as  it  evinces  that 
piety  has  an  existence  in  the  world,  as  it  calls  us  to  re¬ 
flect  upon  the  perfect  goodness  of  God,  and  is  endear¬ 
ingly  recommendatory  of  it  in  its  exercises  towards  us, 
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as  the  house  is  a  sign  that  God  has  his  gracious  pres¬ 
ence  here,  as  the  solemnity  warrants  an  expectation  of 
spiritual  blessings  yet  to  be  received,  and  as  it  is  a 
lively  emblem  of  the  triumphant  entrance  of  all  the  Re¬ 
deemed  into  the  temple  of  heaven.  The  consideration 
of  the  unlimited  goodness  of  God  should  be  the  prime 
spring  of  this  joy.  If  it  be,  it  will  be  holy,  like  the  joy  of 
the  perfected  spirits  above.  It  should  be  remembered* 
and  can  we  ever  forget,  that  the  name  of  God  which  we 
now  record  in  this  house  is  excellent  in  all  the  earth  ? 
It  should  be  remembered,  that  the  streams  of  his  good¬ 
ness  flow  abundantly,  constantly,  and  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  as  the  sun  is  ever  shining,  without  lessening  in 
the  least  the  undiminishable  fountain  ;  that  this  good¬ 
ness  presents  itself  to  the  minds  of  sinners  in  the  sweet 
attractions  of  grace  ;  that,  in  wonderful  redeeming  love, 
our  bodies  are  made  temples  of  the  holy  Spirit.  -  It 
should  be  remembered,  that,  though  the  high  and  lofty 
one  who  inhabits  eternity,  he  never  ceases  to  dwell 
with  him  who  is  poor,  who  is  of  a  humble  and  contrite 
spirit,  and  who  trembleth  at  his  word* to  revive  the 
spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  con¬ 
trite  one.  It  should  be  remembered,  that  the  tall  cedar 
buries  its  lofty  top  in  the  clouds,  and  that  the  stone  is 
prepared  in  the  mountains  by  his  hand.  It  should  be 
remembered,  that  the  saw  divides,  that  the  cornice  is 
fashioned,  that  the  cement  cleaves  to  theQjpod,  and  that 
the  fair  structure  is  presented  at  last  tome  eye  of  the 
admiring  spectator  under  his  beneficent  and  careful 
providence. 

2.  Is  the  dedication  of  a  house  of  worship  to  the 
name  and  service  of  God  so  pious  an  exercise,  and  an 
occasion  of  holy  joy,  then  this  solemnity  should  be  had 
in  remembrance  by  this  people  as  long  as  the  faculty  of 
memory  lasts.  It  should  go  down  the  current  of  life, 
and  have  its  proper  influence  even  in  the  closing  scene* 
It  should  be  remembered  as  a  bond  of  union  and  a 
stimulus  to  duty  ;  as  involving  an  obligation  to  put 
every  thing  from  your  hearts,  and  conversation,  and 
practice,  which  may  diminish  the  sources  of  joy  ;  as 
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perpetually  summoning  you  to  the  celebration  of  the 
worship  of  God  in  public*  and  as  silencing  every  raur- 

!mur  with  respect  to  any  expence  which  may  arise  in 
the  support  of  it.  It  should  be  remembered  to  awaken 
j  your  gratitude  and  excite  your  praise.  It  should  be 
remembered  to  prompt  you  to  such  a  prayerful,  teach¬ 
able,  and  diligent  use  of  the  means  which  may  be  en¬ 
joyed  in  this  house,  as  in  the  best  manner  to  prepare 
you  to  enter  joyfully  that  house,  which  is  not  made 
with  hands,  and  which  is  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

3.  Is  the  dedication  of  a  house  of  worship  to  the 
service  and  name  of  God  so  reasonable  an  exercise  and 
an  occasion  of  great  joy,  then  we  ought  to  mingle 
with  our  rejoicings  a  tender  compassion  for  the  unhap¬ 
py  millions  of  our  race  who  are  left  in  sin  and  dark¬ 
ness,  and  who  do  not  enjoy  these  inestimable  privi¬ 
leges.  He  who  loveth  God  will  love  his  brother  also. 
Holy  joy  is  not  selfish.  It  is  large  as  the  sea,  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  benefits  to  the  remotest  climes.  Said  Nehe- 
miah  and  Ezra  to  the  assembled  people  of  the  captivi¬ 
ty,  “  Go  your  way,  eat  the  fat,  and  drink  the  sweet, 
and  send  portions  unto  them  for  whom  nothing  is  pre¬ 
pared  :  For  this  day  is  holy  unto  our  Lord,  neither  be 
ye  sorry,  for  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your  strength.” 
True  charity  and  pious  joy  are  ever  united.  Who  are 
they  for  whom  nothing  is  prepared  ?  I  will  tell  you. 
They  are  those  especially,  of  our  land  and  world,  who 
have  no  altar  to  which  they  can  approach,  who  have  no 
bread  of  life  on  which  they  may  spiritually  live,  who 
are  abroad  in  the  wastes  of  ignorance  and  heathenism. 
Let  our  joys  then  be  charitable.  Let  our  regards  be  as 
wide  as  the  world.  And  let  our  distinguished  privileges 
excite  us  to  do  what  in  us  lies  to  send  the  knowedlge  of 
the  Gospel  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

We  congratulate  our  honored  Father,  the  reverend 
and  aged  pastor  of  this  Church,  the  brethren  and  sisters 
of  the  Church,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town 
here  assembled,  upon  the  joyful  occasions  of  this  day. 
We  are  grateful  to  God  that  he  has  preserved  the  life 
C 
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of  his  servant  to  so  advanced  a  period,  and  in  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  special  favor  ;  that  he  has  strengthened 
him  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  to  lead  in  the  solemni¬ 
ties  of  public  worship,  for  so  many  years,  in  the  house 
which  has  yielded  to  the  ravages  of  time,  and  for  which 
this  new  edifice  is  substituted ;  and  that  he  can  be 
present  to  partake  in  these  joyous  exercises.  May  his 
benedictions  be  as  effectual  as  the  best  blessings  of  the 
primitive  patriarchs.  May  his  evening  of  life  be  se¬ 
rene.  May  he  leave  his  people  a  singularly,  religious 
people,  which  we  know  will  be  his  best  gratification. 
May  his  sun  set  without  a  cloud  ;  and  the  God  whom 
he  has  feared  from  his  youth  be  his  shield  and  his  ex¬ 
ceeding  great  reward, 

We  rejoice  in  all  the  goodness  winch  God  has  shewn 
to  the  people  of  this  Town,  from  its  earliest  settlement. 
We  rejoice  that  the  children  have  risen  up  in  the  place 
of  their  Fathers  and  built  this  house  tQ  the  honor  of  his 
name.  We  rejoice  in  all  present  notices  of  divine  fa¬ 
vor,  and  especially  are  we  glad  at  the  remembrance  of 
the  recent  refreshing  which  there  has  been  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord.  And  now  let  us  be  drawn  by 
the  cords  of  his  love,  and  with  stronger  resolution  and 
more  ardent  zeal  cleave  to  him,  and  to  the  word  of  his 
grace,  which  is  able  to  build  us  up  and  to  give  us  an 
inheritance  among  all  them  that  are  sanctified. 

Be  this  house  holy  to  God.  Here  may  incense  be 
offered  to  him  and  a  pure  offering.  Here  may  the  Son 
of  David  reign.  Here  may  the  descending  Spirit  con¬ 
vince,  renew  and  sanctify.  Here  may  the  triumphs  of 
grace  be  signal  and  glorious.  1  conclude  in  the  words 
of  the  devout  poet.^ 

“  Now  king  of  glory  come, 

And  with  thy  favor  crov/n, 

This  temple  as  thy  dome, 

This  people  as  thy  own. 

•  * 

*  Francis. 


19 


Beneath  this  roof,  O  deign  to  show, 

How  God  can  dwell  with  men  below. 
Here  may  thine  ears  attend, 

Our  interceding  cries, 

And  grateful  praise  ascend, 

All  fragrant  to  the  skies. 

Here  may  thy  word  melodious  sound, 
And  spread  celestial  joys  around. 

Here  may  th’  attentive  throng, 

Imbibe  thy  truth  and  love. 

And  converts  join  the  song. 

Of  -seraphim  above. 

And  willing  crowds  surround  thy  board, 
With  sacred  joy  and  sweet  accord.” 

AMEN. 


\ 
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HADLEY,  JUNE  8,  1859. 


